BOTANICAL SURVEY Ol 


Nelumbo Vol 57, (167) 2015 

DOI: 10.20324/nelumbo/v57/2015/87119 


ISSN (Print): 0976-5069 
ISSN (Online): 2455-376X 
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Bamboos of Meghalaya: Pushpa Kumari, Paramjit Singh, Pages i-v; 1-302; 

Plates 66; Maps 17; Fig. 78. Price H240.00; US $ 48.00. ISBN: 81-8177-0560. 

(Hard bound) Published by Botanical Survey of India, Kolkata, 2014. 

India is endowed with rich biodiversity, harboring 6% of worlds plant 
species. The country is home to nearly 150 species of bamboos, covering 
an estimated 10 million hectares of forest area of the country. They grow 
right from the coastal plains and ascend to elevations of 3700 meters in the 
Himalayas. The state-wise distribution of bamboos in India is not com¬ 
pletely known. While such a study has recently been undertaken in some 
states, particularly in the North-eastern region, the information is lacking 
on the bamboo species present in those states where bamboo has as yet not 
been adopted in the social forestry or agroforestry system. The publication 
of “Bamboos of Meghalaya” by Botanical Survey of India, authored by Drs. 

Pushpa Kumari and Paramjit Singh, is a very significant step towards a com¬ 
plete understanding of the bamboo diversity of various states of India. 

This book provides an illustrated account of 47 species of bamboos, 
together with keys for the field identification of various genera and species 
found in the State of Meghalaya. For each species, information is provided 

about the details of both vegetative and reproductive parts, especially those characters of vegetative morphology which 
have been shown to be of vital taxonomic importance. This is supplemented with SEM characters of leaf epidermis, 
known chromosome number(s), flowering information, young shoot emergence timing, uses of the species, and notes 
on the habit. The concept of genera and species followed in this book is as per latest taxonomic concepts, avoiding any 
confusions created by “bamboo jugglers” by transferring species to other genera without any taxonomic justification. 

The SEM study of various species included in the book shall not only prove useful to bamboo taxonomists in identify¬ 
ing even isolated leaves and leaf fragments but shall also provide an additional tool for differentiating between closely 
related taxa. I sincerely hope that the field keys to the identification of genera and species of bamboos given in the book 
will entice some younger generation of bamboo researchers to go to the field, identify these plants using the field keys, 
and appreciate the beauty and variety of various species in their natural environments, rather than searching them in the 
herbaria where only the incomplete corpses of these plants have been preserved. The printing of the book is of very high 
quality and the accompanied photographs of various species of bamboos offer almost a live view of the plant. I am sure 
that botanists, foresters, and bamboo growers shall find the book useful to them. 

M.L.Sharma 

Emeritus Professor, Department of Botany 
Panjab University Chandigarh. 
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